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Writing the First Chapters of a Novel  

Virginia Callen wrote the first three chapters of a realistic fiction novel told from the perspective of a 

college-age girl. After reading about the process of writing a story, she learned about many important 

aspects of a novel, such as the details of characters, plot, and structure. Virginia then researched the 

writing processes of three female young adult novelists. In addition, she interviewed the author Ruta 

Sepetys, asking questions about her inspiration and experiences as a writer. Using all that she had 

learned, Virginia wrote the first few chapters of a novel as well as created a cover for her story.  

Virginia’s mentor was CJ Jones. 

 

The Lost Colony of Roanoke 

Ava Cassidy’s SEEK Project began with extensive research on the Colony of Roanoke, the first 

English settlement in America. She learned that after a very short period of time on the island, the 

115 inhabitants mysteriously disappeared, but no bones or human remains were ever found. Ava 

researched both the history of the colony and some of the theories about what happened to the 

colonists. As her final product, Ava wrote and published a short story titled “Saltwater Tears.” The 

story, written from the perspective of a real woman named Eleanor Dare, explores the theory she 

thought was most probable. 

Ava’s mentor was Cathy Richarde. 

 

Exploring Prose and Poetry 

Priyanka Chiguluri began her SEEK project by studying the mechanics of writing both prose and 

poetry. She then analyzed two novels and a variety of poems, focusing on plot development, 

characterization, imagery, symbolism, motifs, and themes. Next Priyanka conducted research on 

World War II and the Holocaust with the intent of showing different perspectives. After brainstorming 

and planning, Priyanka wrote a short story which she then intertwined with a poem using one of her 

story’s main symbols. Her finished project is a book that includes both pieces. 

Priyanka’s mentor was Mary Wheeler. 
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Pop Art  

Gabrielle Conrad researched the history of Pop art, along with four different influential artists involved 

in the Pop art movement that began in the 1960’s. After she finished her research, she created four 

different artworks, one in the style of each artist. The pieces are connected through sharing the same 

theme. While creating these works, Gabrielle experimented with different media, including copic 

markers, acrylic paint, and screen printing.  After she completed the four paintings, Gabrielle then 

created a final piece showcasing what she learned about Pop art mixed with a little piece of each 

artist’s style, along with her own. 

Gabrielle’s mentor was Susie Elder. 

 

Modern Types of Animation 

For her SEEK project, Allie Cunningham researched three types of modern day animation styles: stop 

motion, 3D, and 2D. Her project consisted of approximately 2,000 individual drawings in total, 

including over 1,600 hand-drawn stop motion images, and over 300 digitally created images. Brought 

together by Movie Maker, these drawings created a short film that lasts a minute and a half. The 

video, called “The Magic of Boredom,” features doodles of a cat and a bird as they embark upon 

adventures through an imaginary world filled with a student’s drawings. 

Allie’s mentor was Caitlin McLemore. 

 

The Ocean Layers and What Resides in Them 

For her SEEK project, Martha Dillon researched the ocean’s layers, the animals in each layer, and 

what helps these animals survive in their environment. Then she used details from her research to 

write an original story set in the ocean. She chose an animal from each layer to include as a 

character who uses its attributes to guide the plotline. Martha also used her research when creating a 

detailed hand-drawn cover for her story.  

Martha’s mentor was Judi O’Brien. 
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The Impact of Exercise on Brain Function 

Bella Guillamondegui began her SEEK project by researching what the brain is doing during exercise 

and how exercise affects the brain’s ability to function. Through her research, she learned how 

different types of exercise affect the brain differently and what makes some types of exercise more 

beneficial than others to the brain. Bella then designed an experiment using the Stroop test to 

evaluate how exercise affects a seventh grader’s attention and cognitive flexibility. When analyzing 

the data, Bella found that students who exercised between 2-4 hours a week did significantly better 

on the Stroop test than students who exercised less than 2 hours or more than 4 hours per week, 

suggesting there may be an optimal amount of exercise per week for processing and multitasking.  

Bella’s mentor was Stephanie Zeiger. 

 

Be’Tween’ the Pages 

Hallie Graham researched the development of literary review blogs for tween to teen girls. She 

studied review formats, rating systems, and formal review etiquette. Hallie created a literary review 

blog of her own for girls around her age to use as a resource for selecting their own pleasure books. 

Hallie surveyed the middle school students to get information on what she should promote on her 

blog and what different genres to read and review. Hallie corresponded with authors to write author 

spotlights and with book bloggers to learn how often to post and how to develop her own writing style. 

Hallie then developed her own rating system and began to write her own reviews, author spotlights, 

and descriptions of places relating to books. Hallie plans to keep writing reviews on her blog and has 

learned that you can turn one of your greatest interests into a project of which you will be proud.  

Hallie’s mentor was Leigh Mantle. 
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Amur Leopard Breeding and Habitat 

Cara Leigh Hardy studied endangered animals and breeding, leading to her final product of creating a 

template and building a habitat for breeding the Amur leopard. Researching everything from ambient 

environment to the birthing den for a maternal cat, she learned how to support this species that has 

dwindled to just over 60 individual leopards in the wild. Cara Leigh sent her ideas to the Nashville Zoo 

as a possible future location for their expansion.  

Cara Leigh’s mentor was Bekah Hassell. 

 

Therapy Dogs in Schools  

Camille Hu researched therapy dogs and their benefits in a school setting in hopes of implementing a 

therapy dog program here at Harpeth Hall. She researched what happens in the brain when someone 

interacts with a dog in order to document the physical benefits, as well as the emotional benefits, that 

dogs bring to schools. By visiting other schools, Camille saw first-hand what therapy dogs have the 

potential to look like in schools. She hopes to continue her work by starting a therapy dog program at 

Harpeth Hall for the benefit of the students and the rest of the Harpeth Hall community.  

Camille’s mentor was Tricia McNally. 

 

Conspiracy Theories 

For her SEEK project, Olivia Majors studied three major historical events and the conspiracy theories 

that surround each of them. The events she studied were President John F. Kennedy’s assassination, 

Princess Diana’s death, and the first moon landing. In her research, she also studied what makes 

people believe these conspiracy theories and why people feel compelled to want to believe them. For 

her final product, Olivia created six newspaper articles: one about what historical facts lead us to 

believe happened for each event, and one zeroing in on a specific conspiracy theory for each event. 

All six articles were modeled after newspapers from that time period.  

Olivia’s mentor was Meggie Lucas. 
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Disney Princesses and the Women's Movement 

Mary Meacham researched the connections between the Women’s Movement and Disney 

Princesses. Choosing eight princesses to study, Mary learned how feminist views affected the 

creation of Disney’s female characters beginning in the 1930s and continuing up to the present. Using 

this knowledge, Mary designed a Disney princess for the next generation that she believes embodies 

the characteristics of girls and women today, as well as pulling in characteristics from the princesses 

of the past.  

Mary’s mentor was Michele O’Brien. 

 

Francisco Vazquez de Coronado's Expedition 

Fascinated by the Spanish explorer, Francisco Vázquez de Coronado, who searched for the Lost 

Cities of Gold in the 1500s, Amelia Olafsson researched the impact and relevance of Spanish 

exploration. Using what she learned about Coronado’s life and adventures, she concluded her 

research by creating a digital presentation displaying the particulars of Coronado’s expedition. Amelia 

also wrote and constructed a diary in the format of a first-person account of Coronado’s adventures 

from his perspective. 

Amelia’s mentor was Rebecca Harris. 

 

Nashville Child Refugees 

Mary Virginia Sullivan began her SEEK project work by researching the world of refugees. She then 

tutored Nashville refugees from Burma, Syria, Iraq, Somalia, Nigeria, Tanzania, Nepal, and other 

places across the globe. Mary Virginia applied her research by writing a proposal to connect Nashville 

refugees to our very own middle school students. She plans to extend her project for another year in 

hopes of getting others involved in this meaningful endeavor. 

Mary Virginia’s mentor was Fran Maddox. 

 


