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I always felt unsatisfied with the definition of a role model I was given when I was younger: an adult 

who I should aspire to be like, whose personality and choices I should try and emulate, who had 

outgrown flaws that I, myself, couldn’t quite shake.  

  

I remember wondering if my mother, father, or step-mother would be my role model. Surely, they 

couldn’t all hold that position-- they were too different; But I could not choose: My mother’s 

empathy, or my father’s loyalty? My step-mother’s optimism, or my mother’s honesty? My father’s 

humor or my step-mother’s kindness?  

   

I have since come to understand, however, that looking at mentorship this way is inherently flawed. 

It leads only to comparison, conformity, and insecurity.  

 

In ninth grade, I came to Harpeth Hall. To anyone who asks, I say this was, without a doubt, the 

best decision I have ever made. Here, I have learned more about myself and the world than I could 

ever hope to articulate, but one of the most invaluable lessons I have learned is the true nature of a 

role model.  

 

A role model is someone who believes in you before you believe in yourself: a person whose faith in 

your present and your future is like laughter, contagious, and like breath, unconditional.  

 

A role model knows that the ways you are unique and the choices you have made lay the foundation 

for a meaningful future, and they remind you of this when you have forgotten. But a role model also 

says that, right now, you don’t have to be anything other than who you are. Because if you aren’t 

where you want to be, the key is remembering that you just haven’t arrived— yet: an aphorism 

coined by our community’s most cherished role model, Jess Hill.  

 

An impassioned advocate for girls adopting a growth mindset and practicing kind self-talk, to 

complement their tireless work ethics, Mrs. Hill is an integral part of why Harpeth Hall students go 

on to become catalyzing thinkers, brave leaders, and influential creators. I cannot imagine a woman 

more deserving of the title of Head of School. 



Because of the example that Mrs. Hill sets every day through her steadfast faith in each girl, Harpeth 

Hall students learn to be each other’s role models. We celebrate each other's strengths and 

encourage each other to take risks. Every day, I am grateful to have become one of the girls whose 

dreams bloom with intrepidity, the girls whose presence originally drew me to this school.  

 

Under Mrs. Hill’s compassionate guidance, she and a group of teachers created the Confidence 

Committee, determined to decimate the barriers society has built around girls and which we’ve built 

around ourselves. These incredible members of Harpeth Hall’s faculty are our role models. Not 

because we are taught to follow in their footsteps, but because they have no doubt in our ability to 

forge our own paths.  

 

Inspired by Mrs. Hill, our teachers remind us of our capability every day-- through posters on walls, 

comments on papers, or words after class, they tell us that we aren’t expected to be perfect, but to 

grow.  

 

Harpeth Hall gives its students innumerable gifts, from academic skills to extracurricular 

opportunities, and everything in between. What makes time spent at this school a transformative 

experience, however, is the way girls are seen, heard, and cared for not only as students, but as 

people— brimming with world-changing ideas, and only in need of the right kind of role model. 

One, such as Mrs. Hill, whose leadership is devoted to nurturing the dreams of the next generation 

of courageous women.  

 

I truly believe the world is a better place because of the girls who have had Mrs. Hill as a role model, 

and the world will become that much better because of future Harpeth Hall students who will have 

that same proud privilege.  


