
The Dancing Queens of 20-19 
 
Hello and welcome back to school! It may seem like the sunny days of summer have 
come and gone all too quickly, but I can assure you that the Dancing Queens of 20-19 
are here to make this a year you won’t forget! 

 
My name is Charlotte Taylor, and I have the honor of being one of the first to welcome 
you to this new school year. 
 
Take a look around. We are a vast group of students, teachers, coaches, faculty and staff. 
Each one of us is unique; we dance to different rhythms and move to different beats. As 
we begin this year, let us embrace each different dance, recognizing every diversity as a 
strength in our community.  
 
Now, because dancing isn’t always easy, let me offer you the songs that will compliment 
your boogie this year. 
 
5th grade, welcome to Harpeth Hall! You are all new students at a new school, but I 
promise this year will be a blast! Soon you will discover the magic of learning and what is 
means to be a part of this family of honeybears. That is why you will be dancing to the 
song “We Are Family.” Make the most of this year: enjoy the laughs, create new 
friendships, and discover the joy of learning.  
 
6th grade, this year you’ll be dancing to “Funkytown.” You’re back with a new confidence 
you’ve gained since your arrival in 5th grade, and luckily, 6th grade brings many of the 
same joys of 5th grade, but it also brings first struggles. Whether it be a difficult class or 
drama in a friendship, things could get a little funky . Take these moments as 
opportunities to learn and grow. Above all, have fun, and enjoy still being some of the 
youngest honeybears at the Hall! 
 
 
7th grade, this year brings some noticeable changes; your class almost doubles in size, 
and your schoolwork becomes more challenging. That’s why you’ll be dancing to “Stayin 
Alive.” But don’t worry because 7th grade is an exciting year full of special events like the 
7th grade retreat and George Washington. Be open to making new friends and trying 
new things. Most importantly, be yourself! 

 
8th grade, this year you will be dancing to “Shining Star.” That’s right, you are the oldest 
or the shining stars of the Middle School. Enjoy the privileges that come with being an 



8th grader including special study halls, choosing your service learning days, and the 
class trip to D.C. However, with this new spotlight comes responsibility, so lead by 
example, and always look for ways to help others. And remember, if things don’t go your 
way, just take a shining star and put it in your pocket! 

 
Freshmen, welcome to High School! With tenured upperclassmen, confusing hallways, 
and all the feelings that come with being new, 9th grade can be daunting to say the least. 
But hey, it’s not too bad, that is why you will be dancing to “I Will Survive’ Though you 
may feel uncertain at times, I promise you will survive. In fact, you will do more than 
survive, freshman year is so much fun and full of wonderful opportunities. Make friends 
with upperclassmen, join clubs, do your best in school, and embrace every new 
experience!   
 
Sophomores, you’ve got a year of high school under your belt, so you’re feeling pretty 
cool. I would even say you’ll be dancing to “Night Fever.” This year will be the most laid 
back of high school, so utilize your time to study diligently and pursue your passions, but 
also remember to have fun, and enjoy the freedom that comes with driving. 

 
Juniors, Juniors. Get ready, this year you will be dancing to “The Hustle.” You’ll be 
hustling through homework and term papers, Prom planning, and standardized testing. 
There’s even a new dance you may start to learn about, one called College. While at 
times things may seem overwhelming, don’t let anything ruin your boogie! With the 
added work comes loads of fun and priceless memories. Plus, you’re finally 
upperclassmen! 
 
And to my Seniors. My groovy, funky, young and sweet Dancing Queens. We’ve made it 
to our last dance and the spotlight’s on us! As you know,  we’ll be dancing to “Dancing 
Queen” all year long. It’s our final year at the hall so savor each day in plaid and cherish 
the good whether it be a moment of intellectual clarity, looking forward into our years 
beyond Harpeth Hall, or sunny afternoons on Souby. May we strive to be the best 
versions of ourselves everyday.  After all, you’re young and sweet, only 17 once, right?  
 
The beginning of a new school year has so much to offer: a fresh start and the 
excitement that comes with the prospect of the 9 months ahead of us. Before long, we’ll 
find ourselves in full swing of things, busy with schoolwork, extracurriculars, and social 
commitments.  
 
Yet, I must confess that when things get busy, I become caught up in achievement and 
envision myself doing it all. I am no stranger to having felt that to achieve any sense of 



worth I must make perfect grades, maintain a perfect social life, have the perfect 
appearance, and so on. This false idea of perfection is only reinforced when I scroll 
through social media or compare myself to others who appear more competent. But 
that’s all perfection is: an idea, an illusion, a misconception of how we should live our 
lives. In no way shape or form is perfection ever attainable.  
 
I’ve realized that instead of exhausting myself trying to overachieve, I should simply try 
my best. A math test doesn’t have to end in an A or a soccer game with a win to be 
valuable. It’s about what you take away and learn from an experience that truly matters. 
 
Instead of unrealistically pushing ourselves to be perfect people, let’s embrace the true 
versions of ourselves-- flaws in all. And in so doing, we can further appreciate our 
community full of artists, thinkers, dreamers, dancers, athletes, writers, scientists, leaders, 
problem-solvers, musicians, helpers, friends, people --- as individuals, each unique in our 
own way.  
 
So as we go into this new school year, I urge each of you to welcome your mistakes and 
imperfections with open arms, for they serve as some of the greatest opportunities for us 
to learn and grow. Because at the end of the day, that’s why we’re all here. We’re here to 
learn at an incredible school where we recognize learning as a process, we’re here to 
strive for personal growth rather than perfection, and we’re here to be our authentic 
selves.  
 
Because when you’re your authentic self, you can dance, you can jive, and you’ll have 
the time of your life!  
 
Thank you and have a GROOVY year!  

 
Charlotte Taylor 
Harpeth Hall Class of 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IDEAS: 
 
With so much going on, it is often difficult to slow down and contemplate the 
moment. We get so caught up in achievement and begin to envision 
ourselves “doing it all.” As young women especially, we too often feel the 
pressures of having to be perfect. I’ll be the first to admit it, I often feel like to 
achieve any sense of worth I must do it all; make perfect grades, have a 
perfect social life, and just be perfect all the time. Yet in reality, this idea is 
an illusion and any time spent striving for perfection is lost time. What we 
should really focus on is doing what you love and being yourself. Instead of 



always pushing yourself to be some ideal, perfect girl, let’s embrace the true 
versions of ourselves. Embrace your mistakes, your failures, your 
shortcomings. because that’s how we learn and grow. And at the end of the 
day, all you can do is try your best. This year, I urge each one of you to focus 
less on outcome but more on personal growth and the experiences that 
come with learning. If we can each just work to improve and grow each day 
rather than attain perfection, our days will be less stressful.  
 
When we put so much pressure on ourselves to be perfect, we lose the 
essence of who we are and why we’re here. Our purpose here is by no 
means to attain perfection. A math test doesn’t have to end in an A+ or a 
soccer game with a win to be valuable. It’s about what you take away and 
learn from an experience that truly matters. Because at the end of the day, 
the most we can do it try our best.  
 
Because when we stop striving to be perfect, we can just be our authentic 
selves. And that’s what makes our  community to come together full of 
artists, thinkers, dreamers, athletes,  
 
 
 
More on effort and personal growth then outcomes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The beginning of a new school year is exciting to say the least. It brings a 
fresh start, new horizons, and incredible possibilities. In a month or two, the 
excitement, the nerves, and all of the feelings that come at the start of new 
year will have died down. We’ll have settled into our routines, and we’ll be 
comfortable. Comfortable in our roles as students, teachers, faculty, and 
community members.  
 
Yet, reflecting back on my 7 years at Harpeth Hall, I’ve found that some of 
my most valuable experiences have come from the moments when I was 
temporarily not comfortable. The time I spoke first in a harkness despite my 
uncertainty, last Winterim when I chose to pursue an internship by myself, in 
a foreign country, or the moment ________were all experiences where I 
stepped out of my comfort zone and took a risk.  
 
When faced with discomfort we have two choices; you can completely avoid 
discomfort remain comfortable in your own complacency or you embrace 
discomfort and push yourself to make the most of an opportunity  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- This is all just advice; there is no choreography set in place  
- Sometimes you’ll just have to improvise 
- Life is what you make it 

- So step outside of your comfort zone 



- Take risks  
- Through all circumstances, community is strong and we go through 

ups and downs together  
 

 
● Share a personal anecdote? 

○ My senior bucket list???? 
○ The more you give, the more you get  
○ Be curious, be courageous  
○ Let’s strive to be the best version of ourselves everyday  

● Other empowering stuff 
● Personal Story 

○ Don’t make it too cliche; doesn’t need a perfect ending/success 
story  

■ Maybe talk about doing things to make you 
happy/pursuing passions  

■ Maybe talk about own journey and reference to  
○ Gratitude for community  

■ Could talk about study about “thank you”  
■ I’d like to say THANK YOU!  

●  
● Have a groovy year! 

 
 
 


